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FUEL STORAGE

NEWS
A Ledbury tank is a Ledbury tank – you get a 
quality product with first class customer service.
We are talking to industry colleagues, 
prospective customers, partner 
suppliers and existing customers, 
almost every day of the week. From 
this on-going market intelligence, 
we can build a pretty good 
understanding of how Ledbury 
tanks are seen in terms of its brand 
qualities.

Clearly if you do not tell people 
what to think, they will decide for 
themselves and in some cases 
this view will be influenced by the 
messages being put out by our 
competitors. So please forgive us 
this indulgence and allow us to set 
out our stall – for the LWE ethos and 
the thinking behind our marketing 
strategy and direction.

Whilst we have been successful in 
distinguishing the Ledbury tank as a 
quality product, there seems to be 
a misconception that being at the 
top end of the market implies that 
they are usually more expensive.  
This is wrong for several reasons. The 
discussion should really be about 
value for money and sustainability. 
There would be no future for our 
company, employees and other 
stakeholders if we compromise on 
quality and engage in driving down 
prices to meet arbitrary tender 
requirements -  where procurement 
decisions are made by price alone.   
Whether they are for local 
authorities, public utilities or a large 
fleet operator, fuel storage tanks are 

a capital investment and as such 
they are usually purchased against 
certain expectations in terms of 
quality and service life. 

Taking into account a projected 
service life of up to 20 years and the 
turnover value of the fuel or other 
wetstock product, then clearly there 
is no justification for cutting corners 
on the engineering standards. We 
do have a responsibility however to 
get our pricing right and ensure that 
we come up with accurate cost 
estimates when pitching for new 
business. 

Competitive at all levels

We have also restructured our 
product range to ensure we remain 
competitive at all levels. Pricing 
has been reviewed to challenge 
the perception that Ledbury 
tanks are more expensive. After 
benchmarking our latest offer 
against competitors, (who have 
previously been seen as cheaper 
alternatives), we have shown that 
Ledbury tanks can be cost effective 
without compromising on quality 
standards .

In effect, LWE offers three basic 
design specifications for bunded 
diesel storage tanks. Each of 
these has been optimised to meet 
different operational requirements. 
Since most new tanks are built 
to order, these design concepts 

provide the platform for a fully 
customised solution in capacities 
up to 220,000 litres. 

Another important differentiator 
is that Ledbury Welding & 
Engineering has the expertise to 
work with customers to develop the 
operational requirement and to 
oversee a turnkey installation from 
design through to each of the build 
stages.  I guess in the end it all boils 
down to you get what you pay for. 
But as far as I know, nobody ever 
got fired for specifying a Ledbury 
tank.

Rob Parsons
Business Development Manager

Rob Parsons
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Waitrose HQ transport fuelling facilities based on 
Ledbury Tanks

Waitrose, the supermarket arm 
of the John Lewis Partnership has 
completed a major revamp of its 
transport depot fuelling facilities. The 
main objectives for this investment 
were to improve efficiency, reduce 
environmental risk and help 
implement better controls on fuel 
usage.

The most significant change has 
been the decommissioning of all 
underground fuel storage which has 
now been replaced by three self-
bunded above ground tanks each 
providing 120,000 litres capacity. 
Two of these are assigned to road 
diesel, whilst the third tank is divided 
into two compartments, providing 
80,000 and 40,000 litres for red 
diesel and Adblue respectively.

The tanks were manufactured and 
installed by Ledbury Welding & 
Engineering. The two diesel tanks 
act as a unified store, using an 
automatic switching system to 
ensure that the fuel is dispensed as 

delivered, on a first-in-first-out basis, 
to preserve optimum fuel quality. 

“In addition to road diesel, red 
diesel is used to power the trailer 
refrigeration packs. Adblue is an 
essential additive now required by 
law to clean up the vehicle exhaust 
emissions,” explains Waitrose 
transport support manager, Steve 
Fry.

“Previously these were all dispensed 
from different locations and methods 
for stock control. By combing them 
all onto a single location, we can 
implement a single management 
regime covering all of the vehicle 
fuelling transactions.  

Steve Fry continues: “In addition to 
better measurement and therefore 
control over our fuel usage, we have 
reduced the number of vehicle 
movements on the site, which 
also helps to improve our local HQ 
environment.”

Currently Waitrose operates a 
transport fleet of over 100 articulated 
trucks and twice as many trailers, to 
maintain daily bulk deliveries across 
the country to serve its network of 
339 stores.  As well as these long 
distance operations to regional 
distribution centres, Waitrose also 
use a number of smaller delivery 
vans for home delivery services. 
This activity continues to expand to 
meet the growing demand from 
customers switching over to online 
shopping.

Depot fuelling facilities at Waitrose headquarters in Bracknell.
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PRODUCT SHOWCASE Lubrication 
Service 
Module
• 1,100 bunded oil tank.

• Pump dispenser and 
contents gauge.

• Airline and gun.

• Pressure washer.

• Hand wash facilities.

• Heater with frost stat.

• 110v Power Supply.

• Flood light.

Ledbury Welding & Engineering strengthens its 
sales office team
New market opportunities as 
transport and utilities invest in 
logistics infrastructure.    

Ledbury Welding  & Engineering (LWE) 
has made two new appointments 
to strengthen its front office team. 
Richard Hall, who has been with 
the company for 17 years, has 
moved across from the technical 
installations team to take on the 
role of sales engineer. Niki Bennett-
Hobbs has joined the company as 
a project sales administrator.

Commenting on these 
appointments, business 
development manager, Rob 
Parsons said. “The sales process 
in manufacturing engineering 
amounts to the preparation of 
individual technical proposals 
and tender documents, against 
deadlines. In many cases we are 
closely involved with our customers 
from initial site surveys, helping to 
define requirement and from this 

the equipment specifications and 
cost estimates.”

“Investment across a number of our 
market sectors is growing and as a 
result we are seeing new business 
opportunities and an increasing 
workload in pitching for new projects. 

“Richard has the experience we need 
to evaluate new business leads, and 
see the project through from initial 
enquiry to final commissioning. Niki’s 
responsibilities include database 
management and keeping track of 
sales administration and customer 
service performance.”

Richard Hall, Sales Engineer Niki Bennett-Hobbs, Sales Administrator

LWE Installation Engineer, Colin Barrow 
and Steve Fry.
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APEA Awards Dinner & Conference 
Thursday 5th November

We are delighted to announce that LWE has been short 
listed for three awards at this year’s annual conference. 
Each award category relates to the commissioning of 
the UK’s first self-service micro-filling station designed 
for easy deployment to supermarket locations where 
underground tanks are not feasible.

“Our application relates to the installation at Ilkeston 
for Tesco Supermarkets. This features a modular build 
concept based on LWE’s SuperVault  technology,” 
explains managing director Kevin Powell.  “We believe 
that our solution ticks all the boxes for Fuelling Installation 
of the Year; Innovation and Environmental Protection.”   
Designed for highly inflammable wet-stock, such as 
petrol, the SuperVault tank  offers unmatched capacity 
range, with options for single or multi-compartment 
formats. A SuperVault tank has also been ordered to 
improve fuel distribution services in the Falkland Islands. 
Above ground tanks are easy to maintain and they 
provide an ideal solution for the storage of fuel in 
environmentally sensitive places.  Site installation costs 
are reduced and above ground tanks retain their 
residual value.

These tanks are fully compliant with current safety 
requirements, including Class 1 leak detection. They 
have an excellent service record and it has been 
estimated that some 3.4 million litres of product is now 
being stored using LWE SuperVault tanks.

For more information please visit the LWE stand and 
ask our staff to show you how we can put together a 
complete solution to meet your requirement.  Stand B6.

Ledbury Welding & Engineering at 
FPS Expo 2016

20 – 21st April, Liverpool Exhibition Centre

Turnkey capability for fuel storage tanks. 

LWE will be demonstrating its scope and capability for 
fuel storage solutions at the FPS Expo, in Liverpool next 
April. Diesel requirements are covered by three basic 
design specifications, each of which meets different 
cost/benefits, according to the various operational 
requirements.     

Since most new tanks are built to order, these design 
concepts provide the platform for a fully customised 
solution in capacities up to 200,000 litres. 

As a tank supplier LWE works in collaboration with all the 
frontline suppliers of pump dispensers and fuel stock 
management services. The company can provide 
impartial advice on security and fuel usage monitoring. 
Alternatively LWE will work with the customer to integrate 
these services within an existing fuel management 
infrastructure.  
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