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FUEL STORAGE

NEWS
Into Europe with the Ledbury Above Ground 
Modular Petrol Filling Stations (LMPF)
In June, LWE showcased its above 
ground petrol station development 
at the UNITI expo, Stuttgart – the 
leading European trade fair for 
the retail petroleum and forecourt 
services industries.

Commenting on the show, Business 
Development Manager, Rob 
Parsons said he was very impressed 
with the quality of visitors attracted 
to this exhibition. 

“There was a lot of interest in our 
modular storage solution for fuel 
retailing. The SuperVault technology 
provides LWE with a unique above 
ground, compact, modular 
solution, which was well received at 
the exhibition”

“As for the current business 
environment, the value of the pound 
will impact on our competitive 
position. We are already 
manufacturing to European build 
standards so the EU status is unlikely 
to affect our future business.”  

Ledbury’s conceptual modular 
filling station (LMPFS) design is a 
reality with the first example now 
in service for a Tesco supermarket 
at Ilkeston, Derbyshire. Designed 
to use modular elements, the 
concept offers an extremely cost 
effective, yet flexible solution, which 
dramatically reduces site installation 
lead times. LMPFS provides the 
complete solution for manned or 
self-service applications. 
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Fuelling efficiencies at Springhill Farms

Springhill Farms, part of the Evesham 
Growers group, has upgraded its 
depot fuelling facilities with the 
installation of a 20K litres dual 
product storage tank, providing 
15K and 5K capacity respectively, 
for gas oil used in tractors and 
plant and road diesel for trucks and 
general transport vehicles.

Supplied and installed by Ledbury 
Welding & Engineering, the tank 
installation includes a twin hose 
dispenser and electronic monitoring 
to control the allocation of fuel. For 
additional security, the tank has 
been installed within the equipment 
and machinery storage workshop 
facility. 

“Fuel accounts for a significant 
proportion of our operating costs,” 
explains plant facilities manager, 
Will Parrott, adding. “Currently 
our annual fuel bill is running at 
around £300,000, so even a small 
percentage savings on this will 
improve our bottom line results. Our 
fuelling requirements have grown as 
the business has developed and the 
previous set up was limited and we 
had very little management control. 
“From the office, I can log into the 
fuel management web browser 
screen, showing current fuel status 
and usage.  The system provides 
a timely warning as stock levels 
approach a pre-set re-order level.  
With the additional fuel storage 

capacity, we are in a better position 
to make savings on fuel costs by 
anticipating requirements and then 
shopping around for best prices.” 

The Springhill Farms estate 
produces a range of high value 
vegetables such as spring onions, 
courgettes and asparagus.  Land 
is also allocated for growing grass, 
maize and rye which feeds into 
the Evesham group’s anaerobic 
digester plants. These facilities are 
generating the energy required to 
heat the glasshouses used for the 
production of tomatoes. 

With the additional fuel storage capacity, we are in a better position to make savings on fuel costs by anticipating requirements and then 
shopping around for best prices,”  says Springhill Farms, facilities manager, Will Parrot
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Fuel recycling pays back for Arnold Clark’s Car & 
Van Rental operations
Ledbury Welding & Engineering 
(LWE) has supplied the Arnold 
Clark Car & Van Rental branch on 
South Street in Glasgow with a fuel 
recycling unit. The equipment was 
designed to provide a safe method 
for recovering petrol and diesel from 
used hire vehicles, which were being 
taken out of service, for distribution 
through the Group’s used sales 
outlets.

The contract was awarded against 
competitive tenders from three fuel 
storage specialist companies.

‘While Ledbury was not the cheapest 
option, we decided that this solution 
met the highest standards for safety 
of our staff in decanting fuel from 
vehicles,’ explains Branch Manager, 
Marlene Stevenson.  

‘Ledbury understood our 
requirement and we found them 
to be proficient and reassuring in 
their interpretation of our needs. 
The installation at Arnold Clark Car 
& Van Rental’s Glasgow South Street 
branch is the first of its type within the 
Arnold Clark Group. 

Marlene Stevenson continues, ‘By 
recycling our fuel, we can reduce 
our operating costs and this of 

course helps us to pass on the 
savings to our customers by offering 
competitive rates and marketing 
incentives. These are important 
benefits and we shall be looking 
at the possibility of installing similar 
facilities at other hire branches within 
the Group.’

In operation

The installation comprises separate 
channels for unleaded petrol 
and diesel, each of which has a 
storage tank of 3,750 and 5,000 
litres respectively. Each channel has 
two fuel pumps – one equipped 
for decanting fuel and the other for 
dispensing.  

All transactions are monitored by 
a central control panel which is 
linked to the office computer. Staff 
can view current stock levels and 
all fuelling activities. At the panel, 
a proximity fob is used to select the 
channel and pump function. The 
vehicle registration must be entered 
to authenticate and confirm the 
correct fuel channel. The amount 
either drawn or decanted, from 
the vehicle is then recorded 
automatically by the management 
system. 

The requirement

Traditionally car and van hire 
operations run on full tanks. 
Customers agree to either top up 
the vehicle tank on return, or accept 
a charge for the fuel used during 
their hire period, according to the 
rental company.

For Arnold Clark Car & Van Rental, 
with a fleet of 600 vehicles at its 
branch at South Street in Glasgow, 
this fuel in vehicle tanks amounts 
to a significant amount of business 
capital, which is effectively locked 
into stock. 

Furthermore, as each fleet vehicle 
reaches the end of its hire service 
life, it is usually resold through the 
Group’s national used sales outlets 
with each vehicle taking out a full 
tank of fuel.

Then of course, as replacement 
vehicles were purchased they have 
to be fuelled before entering the 
hire fleet. The recycling unit not only 
provides a local depot fuelling point, 
but also a safe means of transferring 
the fuel stock to the replacement 
vehicles.

Supervisor, Andy Graham and branch manager, Marlene Stevenson Diesel and petrol recycling facilities at Arnold Clark’s 
Car & Van Rental Branch, South Street, Glasgow.  
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Ledbury tank specified 
for upgrade to council’s 
fuelling facilities.

Gravesham Borough Council 
(GBC) has decommissioned the 
last of its underground fuel storage 
tanks following a strategic review 
of its depot fuelling facilities.  Fuel 
is now being dispensed from a 
dual compartment tank package, 
providing 30K – 5k litres capacity for 
diesel and gas oil, respectively.

“After twelve months in service we 
have achieved significant savings 
in cost in terms of convenience, 
maintenance and administration,” 
says transport manager, Ronnie 
Helen  

“An important advantage of an 
above ground tank is that fresh 
supplies have to be metered-in as 
opposed to loading underground 
tanks by gravity feed. Metering 
eliminates any possibilities for 

discrepancies and we now have 
absolute reconciliation of our fuel 
stocks.”

The GBC installation includes a 
standard tank supplied by Ledbury 
Welding & Engineering. This 
incorporates a service cabinet 
with electronic monitoring for tank 
contents and dispensing. Data from 
these transactions are uploaded to 
a web-based fuel management 
service provided by MIS Fuel 
Monitoring.

“Currently the council operates 20 
refuse wagons and around 90 vans 
allocated to housing maintenance 
and parks. Consumption is around 
20K litres every month, which isn’t 
massive but a lot of time was wasted 
previously, when drivers had to fill up 
at retail service stations. 

Ronnie concludes saying. “When 
you take into account the value of 
this fuel used on an annual basis, we 
felt that it was justifiable to invest in 
good quality equipment. It is safe to 

say we have already recovered a 
large proportion of the costs of this 
latest investment from the savings 
we have made by cutting out the 
downtime and service charges 
associated with the previous set up.”

Gas oil is used for GBC plant 
such as tractors, ride-on mowers, 
diggers and electrical generators. 
The council also provides back up 
facilities as part of the Kent County 
Council’s contingency planning. This 
includes a minimum stock of fuel 
which is available for use by police 
and other emergency services.
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Contract work to 
upgrade depot fuelling 
facilities.

Arden Wood Shavings Ltd. of Solihull 
has upgraded its depot fuelling 
facilities by installing additional 
pump dispensers onto a new fuel 
island, allowing two vehicles to fuel 
concurrently.  The new fuelling point 
was installed with the assistance of 
Ledbury Welding and Engineering 
who provided all the pipework and 
equipment connections to the 
existing tank. 

“A fuel storage tank and pump has 
been in place since the company’s 

production units were established 
on this site some  25 years ago,” 
explains facilities manager, Glen 
Mosley.

“As the company’s transport fleet 
has continued to expand, this single 
pump was coming under increasing 
pressure and was becoming a bit 
of a bottleneck at busy times. Our 
requirements had changed also. 
The new generation vehicles require 
Adblue dispensing and we are also 
using gas oil for trailer mounted 
power units as well as the fork lift 
trucks and other load handling plant. 

Efficient transport is vital to Arden 
Wood Shavings Ltd. of Solihull. This 
expanding company is one of the 

UK’s leading suppliers of animal 
bedding products, which are used 
to keep animals dry, warm and 
comfortable.  As demand for these 
products has increased, Arden has 
invested in a fleet of heavy goods 
vehicles, including specialised 
trailers designed to facilitate bulk 
delivery to customers.

Fuelling point at Gravesham
 Borough Council.


