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Record order for Ledbury tank manufacturer as leading supermarket chain goes forward 
with plans to introduce pop-up retail fuel filling stations.  

 

Ledbury Welding & Engineering 
(LWE) has secured a valuable contract 
for the supply of compact filling 
stations to a leading UK supermarket 
chain. The order follows the success 
of an initial trial installation at a store 
in Ilkeston, Derbyshire. “Smaller 
filling stations help to widen the 
scope of the supermarket’s value 
added loyalty card campaign,” 
explains LWE’s managing director, 
Kevin Powell. “Working closely with 
our customer, we have created a 
compact pay-at-the pump filling 
station, designed to allow more 
flexibility for the planning and 
deployment at smaller stores.” The 

Ilkeston installation has been well 
received by customers and is 
performing above expectations in 
achieving its target sales turnover. 
Having validated the concept, the 
supermarket has decided to go 
forward with advanced provisioning 
for further eight installations across 
the UK. Kevin Powell adds “This order 
will pay back our commitment to the 
development of ‘above ground’ fuel 
storage as an alternative to 
underground tanks, which have 
traditionally been specified for the 
larger forecourt installations. “Above 
ground storage tanks are more 
flexible and can be relocated if 

necessary. Site preparation work is 
simplified, and quality standards are 
ensured as a large proportion of 
manufacturing, assembly and test is 
undertaken under factory 
conditions.” Petroleum is a more 
volatile product than diesel and gas 
oil. Special measures are necessary 
for the construction of storage tanks 
to prevent leakage and in particular, 
the ventilation and safety of users 
and service personnel. The Ledbury 
design eliminates external bund 
requirements, thereby allowing for a 
fully ventilated installation, which is 
fully compliant with the customer’s 
design and safety requirements.
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Accreditation underlines LWE’s capital 
commitment to quality management 

Following an intensive programme of 
continuous assessment and 
improvement within its business 
processes, Ledbury Welding and 
Engineering (LWE) has secured 
accreditation against the latest ISO 
9001 Quality Management standard. 
“The standard underlines our 
commitment to consistently deliver 
products and services that meet 
customer – as well as statutory and 
regulatory requirements,” explains 
managing director, Kevin Powell. 
“Every aspect of the customer’s 
experience in dealing with LWE is 
covered from the first contacts and 
enquiries, through to our 
understanding of the operational 
requirement. As an enquiry progresses 
to become a confirmed order, LWE 
project managers will be actively 
involved, helping the customer to 
refine specifications and ultimately 
ensuring the delivery of a successful 
installation, on time and within 
budget.” “Whilst we have invested in 
modern tools and equipment to do the 
work, this standard adds another layer 
of care to ensure customer continuity, 
repeatability and being consistent. 
Perhaps the most important aspect 
today is not being complacent. “LWE 
has already established an enviable 
reputation for good quality products. 
Going forward we have to ensure that 
we continue to provide cost effective 
and value engineered solutions. For 
example, LWE has invested in 
computer aid design (CAD) and 

the expertise to model tank 
installations. These resources ensure 
that plans are well founded, and any 
potential issues can be resolved 
sooner rather than later - as hardware 
arrives on site. Kevin Powell 

concludes. “Continuous improvement 
in the workshops, includes the 
implementation of higher 
specifications for welding procedures. 
We believe that these measures 
together with additional engineering 
resources mean that we have moved 
up the scale to truly justify capitals LW 
and E for our expertise in welding and 
engineering.” LWE is a leading supplier 
of above ground, bunded fuel storage 
tanks for diesel, petrol, oil and other 
highly inflammable products. Standard 
capacity range offers up to 200,000 
litres (diesel) and 110,000 litres 
(petrol), all fully compliant with EA and 
DEFRA regulations. Fuel storage 
solutions provided by LWE can be 
found at airports, marinas, transport 
hubs and service depots throughout 
the United Kingdom and Europe. 
Customers include haulage firms, 
coach operators, car and van rental 
outlets, local authorities and 
emergency services. Above ground 
bunded diesel tanks allow maximum 
flexibility as operational requirements 
change. Designed for a service life in 
excess of 20 years, LWE tanks are 
portable and will hold their value as an 
asset. Tanks can be reassigned, either 
to add capacity to existing fuelling 

facilities or re-located to new depots. 
Many fleet operators are now 
installing larger capacity bunded diesel 
tanks, with active stock management, 
enabling them to shop around and 
take advantage of favourable fuel 
prices. LWE offers three bunded diesel 
tank design specifications, the 
Supreme, Premium and Standard, 
each of which has been optimised to 
meet different requirements for 
capacities up to 220,000 litres. Since 
most new tanks are built to order, 
these design concepts provide the 
platform for a fully customised 
solution configurations. Customers can 
specify multiple compartments, 
allowing single point dispensing for 
diesel, gasoil, lubrication oil and 
AdBlue products. As the bunded diesel 
tank supplier, LWE works in 
collaboration with all the frontline 
suppliers of pump dispensers and fuel 
stock management services. If 
required, LWE can provide impartial 
advice on security and fuel usage 
monitoring. Alternatively, LWE will be 
happy to work with the customer to 
integrate these services within an 
existing fuel management 
infrastructure. 
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LWE SuperVault petrol 
storage tank for Marshall 
Motor Group’s Newbury 
customer service facilities 

The shift in demand from diesel power 
to petrol engine motor cars is now 
being reflected by the type of depot 
fuel storage tanks being supplied by 
Ledbury Welding & Engineering (LWE). 
Whilst several national van and car 
hire groups now provision for both 
petrol and diesel vehicles, LWE ‘s 
latest customer for a SuperVault petrol 
storage tank is a major car sales 
dealership. For the Marshalls Motor 
Group has invested in a petrol fuelling 
point to support its PDI (pre- delivery 
inspection) facilities in Greenham, 
near Newbury. “Pre-delivery 
preparation includes the fuelling of 
new customer vehicles before hand-
over,” explains Marshall’s PDI Service 
manager, Shane Willcox. “Before the 
petrol point was installed we used a 
nearby supermarket forecourt. But as 
the throughput of petrol cars has 
grown significantly, this has led to an 
increasing number of vehicle 
movements off the premises. Allowing 
this situation to continue, raised the 

chances for vehicles being either miss-
fuelled or otherwise damaged with the 
involvement of third parties, while on 
the public highways. “The decision was 
taken therefore to bring all fuelling in-
house. This not only eliminates any 
exposure to risks outside our 
immediate control, but also saves time 
and ensures we have absolute control 
over the fuelling process. We now 
have two separate fuelling points for 
diesel and petrol. As well as the 
distinctive green and blue paint finish, 
both are clearly labelled to prevent 
any cross fuelling.” The Marshal Motor 
Group is one of the UK’s top ten dealer 
groups with 70 dealerships operating 
in 17 counties across the south and 
east of England. Support services such 
as pre-delivery inspection and body 
paint and repairs are provided by 
regional centres, such as the facilities 
at Greenham, Newbury, which support 
ten dealerships across Oxford, 
Berkshire and Hampshire. This facility 
takes delivery of all the new vehicles 
entering the Group’s sales fulfilment 
process – either by way of the 
dealerships or directly to key accounts 
for lease hire fleets. The Marshall 
dealerships cover a variety of brand 
franchises, notably, BMW Minis and 

the Volkswagen group, including Audi 
and Skoda. During the September peak 
period, some 1400 cars were shipped 
into the Newbury site for pre-delivery 
and inspection. A number of these 
were processed and routed directly to 
the dealerships for delivery to 
customers, the remainder are held as 
stock, and these vehicles are released 
progressively, to meet the dealers’ 
showroom requirements. Local 
deliveries are carried out by a small 
transporter fleet which comprises a 
six-vehicle unit, three two-vehicle 
units and a single unit recovery truck. 
Each of these vehicles and staff 
technicians are provided with 
proximity fobs enabling drivers to 
access fuel. Usage from both tanks is 
monitored automatically and e-mail 
alerts are generated against pre-set re-
order levels. Current capacities are 
5,300 litres for petrol and 20,000 litres 
for diesel. LWE advised Marshalls on 
the preparation of the installation 
base and site drainage to meet the 
council’s requirements for 
environmental protection. Both tanks 
are self-contained units incorporating 
a dispensing pump, contents 
instruments and network 
communications. 
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New appointment to strengthen LWE’s 
project management team  

 

Front office changes at LWE include the appointment 
of a new sales engineer, Nathaniel Fuller, an 
engineering professional with relevant experience in 
providing technical support for contract tenders and 
the delivery of successful projects. “Much of our high 
value work involves bespoke engineering,” explains 
managing director, Kevin Powell. “These contracts are 
usually secured following an intensive process of 
competitive tendering which calls for a clear 
understanding of the customers operational 
requirements.” “Nathaniel has a broad range of skills in 
manufacturing capital equipment. In particular 
complex solutions involving collaboration with third 
parties and sub contract elements, involving careful 
planning and scheduling to ensure delivery, not only on 
time but also within budget.” “From his background in 
manufacturing engineering, he brings into the team, 
some specific expertise that will help to expand and 
define the scope of future products and solutions 
provided by LWE.” Nathaniel joined the company in 
November and he has already made a start on building 
relationships and meeting with LWE’s existing clients at 
the recent APEA Live exhibition. 

Ledbury Welding & Engineering at FPS 
Expo 2018  

 

18 – 19th April, Exhibition Centre Liverpool. Supply 
Chain Distribution LWE will be highlighting its scope 
and capability for the design and manufacture of bulk 
fuel storage solutions at the forthcoming FPS Expo. In 
addition to supply terminals, the company’s experience 
covers bespoke tanks for power generation, service 
utilities and commercial fleet operators. Above ground 
tanks are becoming the standard for bulk oil storage. 
They are easier to maintain and help deliver an 
environmentally safe installation. For new installs, the 
tanks can be delivered to site as pre-commissioned 
modules. As well as assuring consistent quality 
standards, work on site is reduced, which simplifies 
project management during the build stages. Current 
engineering technologies and transportation enable 
the production of tanks with capacities up to 220,000 
litres. As a tank supplier LWE works in collaboration 
with all the frontline suppliers of pump dispensers and 
fuel stock management services. Managing Director, 
Kevin Powell explains. “We can provide impartial 
advice on security and fuel usage monitoring. 
Alternatively, we will be happy to work with the 
customer to integrate these services within an existing 
fuel management infrastructure.” 




